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„ Dr.  Waddell 

Mesdames  B.  Jones,  E.  Smallman  and'H.  Smallman. 


Chairman  ; Councillor  Dr.  C.  H.  M’addell 


HOUSING  AND  ESTATES  COMMITTEE, 
('onsisting  of  all  Members  of  the  Council. 
Chairman  : Councillor  N.  P.  Hingley. 


SEWERAGE  COMMITTEE. 

Consisting  of  all  Members  of  the  Council. 
Chairman  : Councillor  J.  Millington. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 

Alexander  J.  Watt,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Factories. 

George  H.  Parkes,  M.I.H.,  C.R.S.I..  M.S.I.A. 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 

George  H.  Parkes,  M.I  H.,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — 

George  E.  Roadhouse,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 
Resigned  19th.  June,  1944). 

Health  Visitors — 

Tryphena  Nicholson,  C.M.B.,  R.S.I.,  S.R.N. 
Margaret  Gibson,  C.M.B.,  S.C.M. 

Senior  Clerk — 

Mrs.  E.  Burgess. 

Junior  Clerk — 

Miss  J.  Parkes. 


PART-TIME  OFFICERS. 

.■\nte-Natal  Clinic — 

Dr.  j.  a.  Nagle,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Dental  Clinic — 

W.  G.  Webster,  L.D.S.  Eng. 

C.  H.  Merry,  L.D.S.  B’ham.  (H.M.  Forces). 
B.  H.  Moore,  L.D.S.  B’ham. 
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COSELEV  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Coseley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  this  Annual  Report  for  1944,  I have  given  some  tables  on 
pages  18  and  19  to  show  how  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Services  have  grown  during  the  past  ten  years.  The  figures  for 
the  years  1938  to  1944  are  of  special  interest  as  during  these  six 
years  the  conditions  of  war  made  special  calls  on  our  Staff  as  well 
as  on  the  accommodation  at  the  Bayer  Hall  Clinic. 

The  population  was  30,460,  the  Birth  Rate  was  22.8  and  the 
Death  Rate  9.11  in  1944.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  64.7. 
There  was  only  one  maternal  death.  There  were  ten  deaths  from 
diarrhoea  amongst  children  under  2 years,  and  4 deaths  from 
diphtheria. 

I should  like  to  offer  our  best  thanks  for  the  valuable  help 
we  received  from  the  Officials  of  the  Wolverhampton,  and  Dudley 
Guest  Hospitals,  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  at  Wolverhampton 
and  Dudley,  the  County  Laboratory  at  Stafford  and  the  local 
and  County  Public  Assistance  Officers.  I also  wish  to  thank  the 
Medical  Practitioners  of  the  District  and  the  local  Midwives  and 
Nurses  for  their  kind  co-operation. 

My  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  gave  of  their  best 
during  the  year  and  I gratefully  acknowledge  their  loyal  and 
efficient  assistance  to  me  at  all  times. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  J.  WATT. 


% 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births. 


Birthrate  per  1 ,000 
estimated 

Total  Males  Females  population 


Live — Legitimate  685 

Illegitimate  10 


359 

5 


326 

5 


22.48 

0.32 


Rate  per  1,000 
“ Live  " and  “ Still" 
Births. 

Still — Legitimate  20  9 11  27.97 

Illegitimate  — — — — 

“ Still  " Birthrate  per  1,000  population — 0.65 


Deaths. 


Total 

296 


Death  Rate 

per  1,000  estimated 

Males 

Females 

population. 

162 

134 

9.71 

Rate  per  1,000 
" Live  ” and  " Still  ” 
Deaths  Births. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  — 1 1.39 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  45  64.7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  Legit-  ' 

imate  Live  Births  42  61.31 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illeg- 
itimate Live  Births  3 300.00 


Per 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea 

(under  2 years)  1 0 
Pulmonary 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Tuberculosis  19 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pneumonia  19 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Influenza  3 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Cancer  40 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Violence  9 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  3 


1,000  estimated 
population. 

0.32 

0.62 

0.62 

0.09 

1.31 

0.29 

0.09 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

A list  of  the  officials  of  the  Health  Department  will  be  found 
on  page  3. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Roadhouse,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned 
in  June  and  the  appointment  remained  vacant  during  the  rest 
of  the  year.  This  left  the  Department  with  only  one  Inspector 
so  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  the  work  as  we  should  have  liked. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  repoi  ts  were  obtained  from  the  County 
Laboratory. 


Disease. 

Resi 

JLTS. 

Totals. 

Negative. 

Positive. 

Diphtheria 

225 

31 

256 

Tuberculosis  

26 

10 

36 

Others 

— 

4 

4 

124  Diphtheria  swabs  were  sent  from  patients  by  the  Medical 
Practitioners  of  the  District  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
sent  swabs  (Nose  and  Throat)  from  136  patients.  A Virulence 
' Test  was  requested  on  the  swabs  taken  from  11  patients.  1 was 
Virulent  and  10  Non-Virulent. 

Home  Nursing,  Ambulance  and  Treatment  Services. 

No  change. 

Maternity  Services. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


First  Attendances  -I-IT 

Total  Attendances  2,046 

No.  of  cases  referred  for  special  examination  20 

No.  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  30 

No.  of  cases  admitted  to  Nursing  Home  20 
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Health  Visiting. 


No.  of  visits  to  children  under  one  year  : — 

First  Visits  V02 

Total  Visits  4,844 

No.  of  visits  to  children  between  one  and  live  years  : — 

Total  Visits  3,725 

Child  Welfare  Centre.,  • 

Total  Attendances  at  Centre  during  year  : — 

(1)  By  children  under  I year  of  age  6,855 

(2)  By  children  1 — 5 years  of  age  727 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance  were  : — 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age 457 

Percentage  of  notified  births  65.75 

(2)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  36 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  during 
the  year,  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 

Under  1 year  of  age  364 

Between  1 and  5 years  392 

Dr.  Nagle,  Registrar,  Women’s  Hospital,  Wolverhampton, 
conducted  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic  on  each  Wednesday  afternoon 
and  on  every  second  Monday  morning.  The  increased  attendances 
reflect  the  popularity  of  this  Clinic.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
attended  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
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PREMATURE  INFANTS. 


Our  records  show  that  prematurity  was  given  as  a cause  of 
death  in  18  infants  who  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one  year, 
and  the  following  table  gives  particulars  of  these  cases  : — 


Cause  of  Death.  Age  Died  in  Died  at 

Hospital  Home 

Prematurity  Under  1 day  — 6 

Prematurity  and  anencephalus  ,,  — 1 

Prematurity  1 to  7 days  2 1 

Prematurity  1 to  4 weeks  3 — 

Prematurity  4 to  8 weeks  1 1 

Prematurity  2 to  6 months  — 1 

Prematurity,  capillary  bronchitis, 

cardiac  syncope ,,  — 1 

Prematurity  and  gastro- 
enteritis   ,,  — 1 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  mortality  was  higher  amongst  the 
children  who  had  not  the  benefit  of  hospital  treatment,  also  that 
seven  babies  died  at  home  during  the  first  day  of  life.  It  is 
obvious  that  in  an  industrial  district  like  ours,  premature  children 
have  a poor  chance  of  survival  outside  hospital,  no  matter  how 
great  the  efforts  made  to  nurse  them  at  home. 

The  prematurity  cannot  be  considered  as  the  primary  cause 
of  death  in  the  three  cases  certified  as  having  suffered  from  other 
conditions. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Expectant,  Nursing  Mothers,  and  Children  under  the  age  of  5 
obtained  treatment  as  outlined  below. 


Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

No.  recommended  for  treatment  

313 

93 

406 

No.  who  attended  for  treatment  

120 

79 

199 

Percentage  of  acceptances 

38.33 

84.94 

49.01 

Number  of  extractions  under  local 
Anaesthesia  

17 

■ 

17 

Number  of  extractions  under  Gas 
Anaesthesia 

525 

83 

608 

Number  of  fillings  

o 

— 

2 

Number  of  dressings  

145 

145 

8 


Voluntary  Workers. 

We  had  valuable  assistance  from  the  Voluntary  Workers  at 
the  Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Staff  I should  like  to  offer  them  our  best  thanks. 

Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  County  Authority. 

Water  Supply. 

There  is  a piped  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  District  from  the 
Bilston,  Wolverhampton,  and  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service  was  removed  from  the  Depart- 
ment in  September,  but  particulars  of  the  work  during  the  first 
nine  months  of  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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THE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1!M4^ 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

Coseley  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1944  on 
the  Sanitary  Administration. 

Complaints. 

The  total  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  328  against 
295  in  1943. 


Inspections. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  of  all  types  was  4,930.  Of 
these,  the  visits  made  in  connection  with  the  following  up  of 
notices  and  works-in-progress  numbered  1,029. 


Notices. 

One  hundred  and  si.xty-three  “ Informal,”  forty-four  ” Abate- 
ment ” and  forty  for  ” Ashbins.” 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


The  types  of  visits  are  as  follows  : — 

Bakehouses  

Butchers’  Premises  

Complaints  *^28 

Cowsheds,  etc.  89 

Drainage  Inspections  14 

Factories  84 

Folio wdng-up  of  Notices  452 

Fried  Fish  Premises  188 

Houses  Disinfected  91 

Houses  Disinfested  14 

Infectious  Diseases  88 

Interviews  476 

Moveable  Dwellings  208 

Offensive  Trades  59 

Outworkers  Premises  27 

Other  Food  Premises  104 

Other  Purposes  975 

Overcrowding  (re-checking)  168 

Pig-keeping  107 

Rodent  Control  143 

Slaughterhouses  84 

Slaughter  on  Private  Premises  132 

Various  A.R.P.  Visits  52 

Works  in  progress  577 


Total  4,930 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  the  year  under  review  84  visits  were  paid  to  Gill’s 
Bacon  Factory,  Parkfield  Road,  and  132  for  slaughter  of  pigs  on 
private  premises. 

The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  at  the  Bacon  Factory  was 
1,399,  and  on  private  premises  234,  making  a total  of  1,633. 

The  amount  of  butchers’  meat  condemned  in  the  Area  was, 
11  cwts.  86  lbs.,  affecting  2 pigs  carcases  ; 55  pigs  heads  ; 30  pigs 
frys ; these  being  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  1 pigs  liver, 
Cirrhotic  ; Pork  and  Beef  pieces  (imported),  stale  and  stinking. 


CONDEMNED  CANNED  FOODSTUFFS. 


Foodstuffs 

Tins 

Foodstuffs 

Tins 

Beans 

15 

Pears 

1 

Broth  

10 

Peaches  

3 

Carrots  

4 

Rabbit  

1 

Corned  Beef 

480 

Sardines 

1 

Chopped  Ham  

7 

Salmon  

27 

Condensed  Milk 

69 

Stewed  Steak 

1 

Plums 

8 

Soup 

5 

Pilchards 

2 

Sausage  Meat 

1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

22 

Tomatoes 

1 

Peas 

4 

Tongue  

1 

Prepared  Meal  

2 

Vegetables 

10 

Totals 

623 

Total 

52 

OTHER 

FOODSTUFFS. 

Bacon 

74  lbs. 

Dried  Prunes 

16^  lbs. 

Butter 

31  lbs. 

Eggs  

16  doz. 

Cheese 

26  lbs. 

Ham 

47  lbs. 

Cocoa 

24  lbs. 

Margarine 

28  lbs. 

Chocolate  ‘ 

6 lbs. 

Tea 

18  lbs. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  only  one  of  these  establishments  in  the  district,  this 
is  kept  in  a clean  condition  and  visited  regularly. 


Fish  Frying  Premises. 

188  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the  year  for  the 
purpose  of  inspection  of  the  foods  and  cleanliness. 

Interviews. 

The  number  of  persons  that  I personally  interviewed  in  the 
office  was  476,  it  will  be  easily  understood  that  these  take  up  a 
fair  amount  of  time,  but  at  the  same  time  are  a vital  link  between 
the  Health  Department,  Owners  and  Tenants  alike. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year  the  sewer  manholes  were  prebaited  and 
later  poison  baited  for  these  pests,  so  much  so  that  it  is  possible 
to  say — that  the  treatment  given  proved  that  the  sewers  were 
not  badly  infested. 
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The  following  Table  will  give  some  idea  of  the  reults  of  the 
treatments  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of  Man- 

No.  of  Takes 

Est.  Rats 

Treatments 

holes  Baited 

Prebaits 

Poison  Baits 

Destroyed 

1 

389 

74 

87 

770 

2 

389 

1 42 

41 

344 

3 

103 

49 

48 

336 

4 

103 

8 

1 

2 

Totals  4 

984 

173 

177 

1,452 

Treatments  Nos.  3 and  4 consisted  of  manholes  found  to  show 
signs  of  infestation  out  of  Nos.  1 and  2,  hence  it  will  be  observed 
that  103  manholes  were  so  treated. 

Further  to  the  sewers,  the  Sewerage  Disposal  Works, 
Deepfields  Depot,  Bradley  Ash  Tip,  and  a portion  of  the  Brook 
at  Ladymoor  were  treated,  resulting  in  an  estimated  total  of 
1,107  rats  destroyed. 

Fifteen  Factories  were  dealt  with,  which  yielded  an  estimated 
total  of  4,626  rats  destroyed. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  our  campaign  was  successful  and 
advantageous,  when  it  is  realised  that  an  estimated  total  of  rats 
destroyed  during  the  periods  at  all  treated  premises  was  7,185. 
One  can  easily  understand  that  this  total  could  have  destroyed 
or  damaged  much  food  and  property,  also  the  possibility  of 
considerably  increasing  the  rat  population  in  the  District. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 


When  one  considers  the  aspect  of  this  Service  at  the  time 
that  it  came  under  the  control  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  and 
at  the  period  it  passed  from  that  supervision  on  September  9th, 
1944,  it  is  possible  to  look  back  and  note  with  a certain  amount  of 
pride,  the  good  endeavour  somewhat  accomplished. 
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Had  it  not  been  for  my  knowledge  of  the  District  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  grouped  the  streets  in  such  a 
short  time  as  was  accomplished. 

Although  the  ages  of  some  of  the  men,  and  absenteeism  were 
factors  that  had  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  no  reserves,  yet  I believe 
that  the  efforts  put  forward  were  worthy  of  consideration. 

In  my  opinion  the  District  was  cleaned  up  second  to  none, 
especially  when  one  takes  all  the  known  facts  into  consideration. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  the  week  ending 
September  9th,  1944,  3,220  loads  of  refuse  were  collected, 
representing  207,693  houses  cleansed,  this  gives  a daily  average 
for  each  team  of  317  houses  for  days  worked. 


No.  1 Team  80,847 

No.  2 Team  80,181 

No.  3 Team  46,665 


Total  207,693 


SALVAGE. 

This  aspect  of  the  work  went  on  daily,  and  a regular  supply 
was  maintained,  although  not  quite  up  to  the  standard  of  the 
Ministry  of  Supply,  like  many  others,  yet  results  speak  for  them- 
selves in  the  following  Table  : — 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

81 

1 

0 

Approximate  value 

525 

0 

6 

Textiles  

1 

17 

0 

> > 

22 

3 

0 

Bottles  and  J 

ars 

19 

2 

> } 

4 

13 

5 

Tins 

2 

1 

0 

j } 

2 

1 

0 

Rubber  

19 

0 

} } 

19 

0 

Bones 

11 

1 

) ) 

2 

14 

11 

Scrap  Metal 

16 

0 

) * 

1 

17 

2 

Cullet 

1 

0 

0 

} > 

o 

0 

Totals 

89 

4 

3 

559 

14 

0 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  H.  PARKES, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 


Slum  Clearance  and  Overcrowding. 

No  action  was  possible  up  to  the  end  of  1944. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  that  I should  emphasise  the  urgent  need 
of  houses  for  both  slum  clearance  and  the  relief  of  overcrowding. 
In  the  past  the  Health  Department  dealt  with  the  re-housing  of 
tenants  from  such  houses  through  the  Housing  Manager.  New 
methods  may  be  considered  necessary  to  meet  the  claims  of 
applicants  returning  from  the  forces  and  the  Health  Department 
may  not  be  in  a position  to  deal  directly  with  the  letting  of  houses 
for  overcrowding  or  slum  clearance.  I hop*e,  however,  that  there 
will  be  no  delay  in  the  re-housing  of  families  who  have  had  to 
remain  in  unfit  and  badly  overcrowded  houses  during  the  past 
six  years. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Inspection  of  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  etc.,  was  carried  out  as 
outlined  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifications. 

Diphtheria  59  (39) 

Scarlet  Fever  53  (88) 

Pneumonia  37  (92) 

Erysipelas  10  (12) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  3 ( 2) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ()  ( 0) 

Enteric  Fever  0 ( ()) 


The  figures  in  brackets  represent  the  notifications  in  1943. 
The  Hospital  treatment  of  Infectious  Disease  cost  £363  16  9d. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

The  weekly  Immunisation  clinic  was  continued  each  Wednes- 
day afternoon  at  Bayer  Hall.  Altogether  672  children  were 
immunised  in  the  District  during  the  year.  Of  these  6 were 
treated  by  private  doctors  and  666  attended  my  Immunisation 
clinic.  Other  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer  on  page  37. 
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Scabies. 


This  condition  is  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 

Uncleanliness. 

As  it  will  be  seen  on  pages  9®  and 
Officer’s  Report,  we  were  able  to  extend  our  efforts  in  dealing  with 
verminous  conditions  through  the  schools. 


of  the  School  Medical 


Tuberculosis. 

42  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  22  deaths. 


Notifications. 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1944 

27 

15 

42 

1943 

33 

28 

61 

1942 

15 

17 

32 

1941 

26 

23 

49 

1940 

20 

11 

31 

The  interval  between  notification  and  death  in  the  fatal 
cases  is  given  below. 


Year. 

Within 

one 

month 

From 

1-3 

mths. 

From 

3^6 

mths. 

From 

6-12 

mths. 

From 

1-2 

yrs. 

From 

2-3 

yrs. 

From 

3-4 

yrs. 

From 

4 yrs. 
and  up- 
wards. 

Noti- 

fied 

after 

death. 

Total 

1944 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

/ 

4 

1 

2 

2 

22 

Our  Health  Visitors  made  37  first  visits  and  1088  re-visits  to 
tuberculosis  cases  during  the  year. 


General  Remarks. 

The  tables  on  pages  18  and  19  show  the  development  of  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service,  since  1935.  The  Ante-Natal, 
Dental  and  Immunisation  Clinics  commenced  in  1938,  and  in  1942 
we  had  to  make  provision  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies  in  Adults 
and  pre-school  children.  School  children  suffering  from  the 
condition  were  dealt  with  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 
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The  number  of  births  increased  from  513  in  1935  to  686  in 
1944.  The  home  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  were 
well  maintained  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Ante-Natal 
and  Immunisation  Clinics  made  extra  calls  on  the  time  of  our  staff. 
There  was  also  a gradual  growth  in  the  attendances  at  both  the 
Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  during  the  war  years,  and  the 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  have  shown  a very  gratifying 
appreciation  of  the  advice  and  help  given  at  these  Clinics.  The 
Immunisation  Clinic  has  also  developed  smoothly  and  we  have 
had  a steady  attendance  of  one  year  old  children  for  treatment. 

If  the  whole  picture  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Bayer  Hall 
Clinic  in  both  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical 
Services  is  taken  into  account,  I think  it  will  be  found  that  the  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  responded  well  to  the  increasing  demands 
of  the  past  six  difficult  years. 

As  soon  as  an  additional  Health  Visitor  is  available  we  shall 
have  to  intensify  our  efforts  in  the  home  visiting  of  children  so  that 
Infant  Mortality  may  be  reduced  and  the  numbers  for  diphtheria 
immunisation  increased. 


In  conclusion  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
way  the  mothers  of  the  district  have  co-operated  with  us.  It  has 
been  a great  source  of  satisfaction  and  encouragement  to  feel  that 
what  assistance  we  have  been  able  to  give  has  been  appreciated. 
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MATERNITY  AND 
TABLE  SHOWING  THE  GROWTH  AND 
FROM  THE  YEAR  1935 


(1)  Year 

1935 

1936 

1937 

(2)  No.  of  Health  Visitors 

! 

2 

2 

2 

(3)  No.  of  Live  Births 

513  i 

547 

549 

(4)  Home  Visits  to  Children  : 

First  (Under  1 Year) 

513 

548 

559 

Total  Visits 

8,749 

7,753 

7,982 

(5)  Tuberculosis  : 

% 

First  Visits 

24 

19 

39 

Total  Visits 

567 

589 

587 

(6)  Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

First  Attendances 







Total  Attendances 

- 

Percentage  attendance  per  live  and 

still  births 

- 

(7)  Infant  Welfare  Centre  : 

P'irst  Attendances 

266 

334 

324 

Total  Attendances 

3,294 

3,827 

4,316 

Percentage  attendance  of  Infants 

under  1 year  per  live  births 

43.1 

42.7 

43.2 

(8)  Dental  Clinic  : 

No.  of  cases 

1 - 

— 

- 

(9)  Scabies  ; 

1 

No.  of  cases 

! 

- 

(10)  Immunisation  Clinic  : 

' 

No.  of  Children 

— 

Total  Attendances 

18 


CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICE. 
EXTENSION  OF  THIS  SERVICE, 
to  1944,  BOTH  INCLUSIVE. 


1938 

! 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

620 

663 

606 

588 

657 

683 

686 

633 

685 

573 

554 

1 

579 

669 

702 

7,492 

8,193 

10,374 

9,880 

6,014 

7,908 

8,569 

24 

25 

28 

28 

26 

35 

37 

427 

7.34 

853 

853 

989 

1,103 

1,133 

303 

280 

263 

325 

425 

457 

447 

889 

1,045 

875 

1,165 

1,609 

1,932 

2,046 

46,9 

42.3 

41.4 

53.4 

63.2 

64.6 

63.4 

391 

342 

385 

380 

408 

446 

493 

.5,299 

5,721 

4,739 

5,325 

5,962 

0,052 

7,535 

49,6 

41.7 

.54.4 

' 

61.0 

57.6 

62.3 

65.5 

37 

105 

80 

61 

52 

89 

199 

— 

- 

87 

77 

38 

158 

22 

51  1 

646 

1,271 

1,189 

672 

316 

1 

47  ! 

91 

1,273 

2,978 

2,750 

1,458 
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TABLE  1. 

TOTAL  DEATHS,  1944. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 



— — 

— — 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 



3 

Scarlet  Fever 





■ 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 



5 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

4 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

11 

8 

19 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

9 

1 

3 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

9 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

10 

Measles 







11 

Acute  Poliomvelitis  & Polio-enceph. 

— 

— 



12 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  & oesophagus  (M) 
uterus  (F). 

2 

2 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

2 

6 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

1 

4 

5 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

18 

9 

27 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

5 

5 

18 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

9 

15 

24 

19 

Heart  Disease 

24 

23 

47 

20 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatorv  System 

— 

1 

1 

21 

Bronchitis 

18 

11 

29 

22 

Pneumonia 

9 

10 

19 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

_ 

2 

2 

24 

tjlcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

— 

4 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

6 

4 

10 

26 

Appendicitis 

2 

— 

2 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

4 

2 

6 

28 

Nephritis 

5 

5 

10 

29 

Puerperal  & Post-abort.  Sepsis 

— 

I 

1 

30 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Premature  Birth 

6 

9 

15 

32 

Congenital  Malnutrition,  Birth  Injury, 
Infantile  Diseases 

11 

o 

13 

33 

Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

2 

— 

9 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

2 

2 

4 

36 

All  other  causes 

15 

15 

30 

Totals 

162 

134 

296 

TABLE  II. 


BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London. 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census). 

COSELEY. 
(at  1931 
Census) 

Rai 

es  per  1,000  C 

ivilian  Populatio 

n. 

Live  Births 

17.6 

20.3 

20.9 

27.64 

Still  Births 

0.50 

0.64 

0.61 

0.79 

DEATHS. 

All  causes 

11.6 

13.7 

12.4 

11.77 

Typhoid  & Para- 
typhoid Fevers 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.03 

0.03 

0.15 

Influenza 

0.12 

0.10 

0.1 1 

0.11 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

* 

Measles 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Rates  per  1,0( 

)0  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of 

age 

46 

52 

44 

64.74 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 
2 years  of  age 

4.8 

7.3 

4.4 

0.32 

Rates  p 

er  1,000  Total 

Births  (Live  anc 

Still). 

Maternal  Mortality 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.31 

1.39 

Others 

1.25 

— 

— 

0.00 

Total 

1.56 

1.39 
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TABLE  III. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  COSELEY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1944. 
DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  .VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR. 


Total 

Total 

Under 

1—2 

2—3 

3—4 

under 

1- 

-3 

3—6 

6—9 

9—12 

deaths 

one 

weeks 

weeks 

weeks 

one 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

under 

Cause  of  Death. 

week 

month 

one 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

year. 
M.  F. 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 

T.  B.  Meningitis 
Abdominal  T.  B. 

- 

Meningitis  (not 

T.  B.) 
Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- - 

- - 

- - 

- - 

- 

1 

- - 

- - 

- 1 

Pneumonia  (All 

forms) 

1 

2 

1 - 

— — 

_ _ 

9 9 

W 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

— 

1 

- — 

— — 

1 - 

1 1 

3 

1 

1 2 

1 - 

_ _ 

6 4 

Convulsions 
Congenital  Debility 

7 

2 

1 - 

8 2 

1 

1 - 

1 - 

11  2 

Marasmus 

Violence 

Other  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

6 

9 

6 9 

6 9 

Total 

13 

13 

- - 

1 - 

1 - 

15  13 

5 

4 

3 2 

2 - 

- 1 

25  20 

09 


TABLE  IV. 
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AGE  GROUPS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1944. 


24 


TABLE  VI. 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1944. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Revised. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Enteric  Fever 

Diphtheria 

59 

57 

15 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

30 

3 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ..  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

37 

— 

— 

19 

Erysipelas 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

3 

1 

— 

Totals 

166 

88 

18 

23 

TABLE  VII. 

MONTHLY  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Months. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Meningitis 

Enteric 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

2 

•< 

H 

O 

H 

January 

3 

5 

2 

4' 





— 

5 

1 

20 

February 

3 

3 

1 

3 

— 

_ 

5 

3 

18 

March 

3 

7 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

23 

April 

5 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

18 

May 

12 

6 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

31 

June 

5 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

7 

1 

22 

July 

2 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

16 

16 

42 

August 

4 

4 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

17 

September 

10 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 



2 

2 

21 

October 

4 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 



1 

3 

12 

November 

4 

3 

1 

1 



■ 

_ 

6 

15 

December 

4 

10 

- 

6 

1 

— 

— 

- 

6 

6 

33 

Totals 

59 

53 

10 

37 

3 

- 

1 

- 

59 

50 

272 
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NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1944. 
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TABLE  IX. 


DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  YEARS  1939-1944. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Total  1 

)f.  \ths 

PulrrK 

Dnary 

Non-Pu! 

monary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1939 

10 

11 

2 

— 

12 

11 

1940 

14 

1 

1 

4 

15 

5 

1941 

11 

9 

4 

3 

15 

12 

1942 

10 

5 

4 

3 

14 

8 

1943 

19 

9 

4 

1 

23 

10 

1944 

11 

8 

9 

1 

13 

9 

TABLE  X. 

CANCER  DEATHS— AGE  GROUPS  AND  PARTS  AFFECTED. 


1- 

15 

15- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

-65 

65  yrs. 

yea 

rs. 

years. 

years. 

years. 

yea 

rs. 

& o 

ver 

Total. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Tongue,  Lip, 

Mouth, 

1 

3 

— 

3 

1 

Gullet 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Stomach  ' 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Bowel  or  Abdomen 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

6 

Rectum 

2 

_ 

2 

— 

Lung 

4 

2 

4 

— 

8 

2 

Breast 

1 

4 

1 

4 

Womb  or  Ovaries 

Ext.  Genitals 

Liver,  Kidney,  etc. 

Bones 

Heart 

Miscellaneous 

2 

- 

2 

- 

.Totals 

1 

8 

7 

17 

8 

25 

15 
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COSELEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

School  Medical  OflR  cer 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Coseley  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  work  of  the 
School  Medical  Service  for  the  year  1944. 

The  Committee  will  I feel  be  interested  to  know  how  this 
service  fared  during  the  past  six  war  years,  and  I have  included  a 
survey  which  shows  the  extension  and  progress  of  the  service  during 
the  last  ten  years,  from  1935  to  1944  both  inclusive. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Routine  Medical  Inspection  of 
children  in  eight — nine  years  old  group  was  omitted,  but  the 
School  Nurses  carried  out  Survey  Inspections  on  these  children 
and  cases  requiring  treatment  were  referred  to  me. 

All  entrants  and  leavers  received  a Routine  Medical 
Inspection,  and  Medical  Re-Inspections  and  special  inspections 
were  continued  in  the  schools.  Altogether  2,125  Medical  Exam- 
inations were  made  and  the  Nurses  saw  306  children  at  Survey 
Inspections. 


30 


Special  effort  was  made  in  1944  to  deal  with  Verminous 
conditions,  and  17,794  examinations  of  children  were  made  in  the 
schools. 

The  attendances  for  treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic  exceeded 
the  pre-war  figure.  The  work  of  the  Ophthalmic  Clinic  was  a 
record  since  its  inception  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  attendances 
at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  were  the  highest  on  record. 

As  this  is  to  be  the  last  report  which  I shall  be  called  upon 
to  make  to  the  Coseley  Education  Committee,  I should  like  to 
make  special  mention  of  the  good  work  carried  out  at  these  two 
clinics.  When  it  is  realized  that  one  of  the  Dental  Surgeons  was 
absent  on  Service  I think  it  will  be  agreed  that  this  service  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  remaining  staff,  and  while  only  children  up  to 
the  age  of  ten  are  officially  included  in  the  Dental  Service  and  an 
extension  is  necessary  I do  not  think  the  quality  of  the  service 
could  be  improved  upon.  The  Dental  Anaesthetic  Session  which 
is  provided  once  a month  is  a very  great  boon  to  the  children  and 
is  much  appreciated  by  the  parents.  I intended  to  recommend  the 
Committee  to  approve  additional  sessions  to  increase  the  volume 
of  the  work  to  that  which  would  be  carried  out  by  a full  time 
Dental  Surgeon. 


In  the  course  of  the  report  I have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
commenting  on  other  aspects  of  the  service,  therefore  in 
conclusion!  am  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  and  efficient 
assistance  which  I have  had  from  the  staff  of  the  School  Medical 
and  Dental  Departments.  I also  wish  to  thank  the  teachers  and 
officials  of  other  departments  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 

I remain. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  J.  WATT. 
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staff. 


The  School  Medical  Staff  is  as  follows  : — 

School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Alexander  J.  Watt,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon — Part-time  : 

H.  Campbell  Orr,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.S. 

School  Dentists — Part-time  : 

W.  G.  Webster,  L.D.S.,  Eng.  ) 

C.  H.  Merry,  L.D.S.,  B’ham.  )• 

B.  H.  Moore,  L.D.S.,  B’ham.  ) 

School  Nurses  : 

Miss  M.  T.  Russell. 

Miss  M.  M.  Farrell,  S.R.N.,  R.F.N.,  S.C.M. 

Senior  Clerk  and  Dental  Attendant  : 

Mrs.  a.  J.  Davies. 

Junior  Clerk  : 

Miss  I.  Barnett. 

Principal  Statistics. 

Number  of  Departments  under  the  Coseley  Education  Authority. 
There  are  10  Blocks  of  Schools  comprising  17  Departments. 

Voluntary  Schools  included  in  the  above. 

Infants  3,  Junior  2. 

A dcommodation. 

Provided  Schools  3,891.  Non-Provided  1,006.  Total  4,897. 

Number  of  Children  on  School  Registers  on  March  31s/.  1944. 

3865. 

Total  Accommodation  : — Infants  1,467,  Juniors  1,510,  Juniors 
and  Infants  combined  2,977,  Senior  1,920.  Total  4,897. 


Medical  Inspection. 

Routine. 

The  hgures  for  these  inspections  are  as  follows  : — 


Age  Number 

“ Entrants  ” (5-6)  513 

" Leavers  (13-14)  407 


920 

Other  Routine  Inspections  13 

933 

No.  Special  and  Re-inspections  (Various  Ages)  1,192 

Findings. 

Treatment  was  required  in  179  routine  cases  and  368 
children  were  placed  under  observation.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  conditions  for  which  treatment  was  recommended  : 


Defective  Vision  19 

Other  Eye  Diseases  7 

Squint  6 

Defective  Nutrition  17 

Dental  Caries  and  Sepsis ......  50 

Chronic  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  15 

Other  Nose  and  Throat  Conditions  7 

Otitis  Media  1 

Enlarged  Glands  3 

Bronchial  Catarrh 1 1 

Skin  Diseases  22 

Other  Conditions  17 

Defective  Hearing 5 

Chronic  Tonsils  3 

Spinal  Curvature  1 

Other  Deformities 1 

Rheumatism  2 

Functional  Heart  1 

Organic  Heart  Diseases  3 

Enlarged  Glands  3 


Nutrition. 

An  analysis  of  the  nutritional  condition  of  the  children 
in  the  routine  groups  will  be  found  in  Table  II  at  the  end  of  the 
report. 
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Visual  Defects. 


TABLE  A. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 


No.  of  Eye  Sessions  34 

No.  of  Refractions  carried  out  264 

No.  of  Glasses  prescribed  , 224 

No.  of  Re-attendances  219 

Total  Attendances  483 


Nose  and  Throat. 

Children  requiring  treatment  were  referred  to  the  Royal 
Hospital,  Wolverhampton  and  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 

Although  we  had  no  arrangements  with  these  hospitals  our 
cases  always  received  attention,  and  I should  like  to  acknowledge 
our  indebtedness  for  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  surgeons 
concerned. 

Uncleanliness. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Table  5,  the  numbers  of  visits  to  the 
Schools,  and  examinations  of  children  were  the  largest  on  record. 
We  made  extensive  use  of  the  pamphlet  on  verminous  conditions,  pro- 
vided by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education.  The  number  of 
individual  children  found  unclean  was  612,  which  gives  a percentage 
of  15.9  of  the  children  on  the  registers. ' We  had  to  cleanse  eight 
children  under  Section  7 (2)  and  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921, 
and  proceedings  under  the  School  Attendance  Byelaws  were  taken 
in  seven  cases. 

Scabies. 

The  number  of  cases  coming  to  our  notice  during  1944  was 
80  in  the  School  Children.  We  discovered  36  cases  amongst  Adults 
and  24  in  Pre-School  Children.  At  one  time  this  condition 
presented  quite  a troublesome  problem  and  since  1939  we  dealt 
with  584  School  Children  at  the  Scabies  Clinic.  We  made  use  of 
the  arrangements  for  the  cleansing  of  Gas  Contaminated  patients, 
and  this  with  the  extra  accommodation  afforded  by  the  Cleansing 
Annexe  at  the  Clinic  was  a great  help.  In  addition  to  our  own 
circulars  on  Scabies,  we  found  the  pamphlet  provided  by  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  of  great  assistance. 
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Minor  Ailments. 


Table  B.  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Bayer 
Hall  Clinic. 


TABLE  B. 


No.  of  Defects  Treated  1,008 

Re-attendances  of  children  4,241 

Total  Attendances  5,249 


Defects  Found. 

Ringworm  : — 

Scalp  3 

Body  8 

Scabies  112 

Impetigo  304 

Other  Skin  Diseases  105 

Minor  Eye  Defects  112 

Minor  Ear  Defects  1 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.  Minor  Injuries,  Burns  and 

Scalds,  other  Septic  Conditions)  363 

Total 1008 


Consultation  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  held  in  conjunction  with  the  minor  ailments 
clinic  each  Friday  morning  at  Bayer  Hall  and  the  attendances  are 
given  below. 


TABLE  C. 


No.  of  first  attendances  347 

No.  of  re-attendances  171 

Totals  518 
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Dental  Defects. 

The  School  Dental  Surgeon  has  kindly  supplied  the 
particulars  in  Table  D.: — 

* TABLE  D.  ' 


No.  of  Sessions  in  Schools  5 

No.  of  Routines  Inspected  731 

No.  of  Specials  Inspected  357 


No.  of  Routines  and  Specials  1,088 


No.  found  to  require  Treatment  958 

No.  actually  Treated  545 

Percentages  of  acceptances  57.7% 

No.  of  Anaesthetic  Sessions  held  12 

No.  of  Children  received  Anaesthetic  136 


No.  of  Dental  Cases  Paid  for  613 

Amount  Received  £15  6s.  6d. 


Following  Up  Work. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
School  Nurses. 

Visits  to  Schools  for  “ Medical  Inspections  ” 50 

Other  Visits  to  Schools  181 

Domiciliary  Visits  853 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  196 

Dental  Clinic  12 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  34 

Nurses  Survey  Inspection  306 

Arrangements  for  Treatment. 

Treatment  was  provided  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolver- 
hampton, the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  and  the  Tuberculosis 
Dispensaries  at  Dudley  and  Wolverhampton.  Our  best  thanks 
are  due  to  the  Officials  of  these  Institutions  for  the  willing  help 
they  gave  during  the  year. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


The  figures  are  given  in  Tables  E.  and  F. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A weekly  immunisation  session  was  continued  at  the  Bayer 
Hall  Clinic.  458  children  aged  under  5 years  and  214  aged  5-15 
years  were  immunised. 

It  was  estimated  that  35%  of  the  children  in  the  District 
under  5 years  and  55%  of  those  aged  5-15  were  immunised  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  We  have  adopted  the  practice  of  sending  an 
immunisation  card  to  each  child  aged  12  months. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Two  children  received  treatment  under  the  Education 
Committee’s  Scheme  at  the  Royal  Cripples  Hospital,  Birmingham 
and  the  Dudley  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

TABLE  E. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  1944  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

5 — 15  years. 


YEARS. 

5— 

-10 

10- 

-15 

Tot 

als. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Measles 

10 

15 



2 

10 

17 

Meningoccal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

10 

— 

— 

7 

10 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

5 

8 

7 

6 

‘ 12 

14 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

21 

3 

4 

12 

25 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

1 

— 

3 

O 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

34 

56 

13 

12 

47 

68 

Totals  for  year  1943 

120 

107 

8 

26 

128 

133 
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List  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  by  Head  Teachers  from  each  School. 
Table  F gives  the  totals  of  the  weekly  returns  from  the  Schools. 

TABLE  F. 


School. 

Scar- 

let 

Fever 

Diph- 

theria 

Mea- 

sles. 

German 

Mea- 

sles. 

Whoop- 

ing 

Cough 

Chic- 

ken 

Pox 

Mumps 

Skin 

Dis- 

eases 

Daisy  Bank  Junior 

— 

— 

— 

4 



3 

Daisy  Bank  Infants 

- 

^ — 

1 

6 

4 

1 

_ 

13 

Mt.  Pleasant  Senior 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Mt.  Pleasant  Junior 

3 

— 

14 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Hurst  Hill  Junior 

2 

1 

4 

5 

1 

7 

1 

10 

Hurst  Hill  Infants 

— 

4 

2 

6 

1 

41 

— 

10 

Broad  Lanes  Senior 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Broad  Lanes  Infants 

_ 

— 

7 

20 

3 

— 

1 

5 

Lanesfield  Junior 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parkfield  Infants 

— 

— 

16 

— 

8 

— 

Christ  Church  Junior 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Christ  Church  Infants 

2 

1 

1 

o 

9 

2 

— 

— 

St.  Mary’s  Junior 

St.  Mary’s  Infants 

1 

2 

- 

- 

2 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

- 

21 

- 

2 

West  Coseley  Infants  . 

1 

- 

26 

2 

4 

23 

1 

— 

Manor  Senior  Boys’ 
Manor  Senior  Girls’ 

i 

1 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

17 

23 

61 

70 

20 

114 

7 

52 

Totals  for  year  1943 

43 

12 

181 

1 

73 

135 

104 

161 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 


I am  grateful  to  Miss  Tosh  for  the  following  Report 

Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental  Welfare. 

Report  on  work  carried  out  for  Coseley  Education  Committee 

during  1944. 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  a further  year  of  work  for 
the  Coseley  Education  Committee  during  1944. 

During  the  year  24  children  have  been  on  our  books,  seven 
of  these  were  referred  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  17  are 
classified  as  educable  in  special  schools  for  the  feebleminded, 
three  were  notified  as  ineducable  during  the  year  and  are  attending 
the  Bradley  Occupation  Centre  for  daily  training,  three  became 
16  years  old  during  1944.  70  home  visits  were  paid  to  the  children 

and  many  interviews  held  on  their  behalf. 

The  Association  has  carried  out  home  supervision  of  feeble- 
minded children  on  behalf  of  Coseley  Education  Committee  since 
1925,  and  appreciate  sincerely  the  privilege  of  doing  this  work. 
Through  our  visits  to  their  homes  we  have  been  able  to  give  wise 
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advice  to  parents  when  they  are  in  doubt  or  difficulty  about  the 
care  of  their  children  ; very  often  the  Visitor  is  able  to  put  the 
problem  of  the  child’s  behaviour,  or  of  his  employment,  in  a new 
light,  and  bring  about  an  altogether  happier  atmosphere  in  the 
home.  The  Association  has  always  endeavoured  to  help  parents 
to  face  up  to  the  reality  of  their  child’s  limitations,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  keep  their  faith  in  his  possibilities  if  he  is  given  the  right 
training  and  occupation.  It  was  a great  help  to  the  work  when 
the  Bilston  Occupation  Centre  opened  in  1929,  and  it  was  possible 
to  offer  practical  daily  training  to  these  defectives  who  were 
notified  to  the  County  Council  as'  ineducable  in  special  schools. 
Thirteen  defectives  from  the  area  are  at  present  on  the  roll  of  a 
Centre.  Our  hope  has  always  been  that  similarly  special  day 
schools  and  classes  will  be  established  for  the  educable  children, 
and  one  aim  of  the  new  Education  Act  is  to  provide  a special 
educational  treatment  for  all  children  who  need  it.  It  is  desirable 
that  priority  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  special  schools  if 
the  feebleminded  children  are  to  have  the  opportunity  of  developing 
their  powers  along  constructive  channels  and  thus  avoid  falling 
into  anti-social  habits  of  conduct.  Useful  changes  in  the  new  Act 
are  secured  by  the  power  to  notify  children  to  the  County  Council 
from  the  age  of  two  years,  and  discontinue  the  need  to  certify  a 
child  as  mentally  defective  before  he  can  go  to  a special  school, 
and  thirdly  the  power  to  notify  a feebleminded  child  to  the  Local 
Authority  when  he  reaches  the  school  leaving  age,  whether  he  has 
attended  a special  school  or  not.  The  need  for  these  reforms  has 
been  felt  for  many  years. 

Help  has  been  given  to  parents  in  choosing  employment  for 
their  children  and  contacts  made  with  the  Employment  Exchange 
and  employers  on  their  behalf. 

The  staff  and  children  of  the  Centre  have  been  greatly 
encouraged  by  the  interest  shown  by  members  of  the  Bilston 
Centre  Committee,  on  which  Coseley  Education  Committee  is 
represented.  Summer  Outings,  a Harvest  Service  and  the  Christ- 
mas Party  took  place  at  the  Centre  and  were  well  supported  by 
members  of  the  committee.  We  are  most  grateful  to  them. 

The  Association  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  its  sincere  appreciation  to  the  Coseley  Education 

Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  help  for  twenty  years. 
We  sincerely  hope  that  the  work  will  be  continued  in  the  future  on 
behalf  of  the  children,  and  that  further  development  will  result 
from  the  work  already  carried  out. 

F.  H.  TOSH, 

Secretary. 
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Five  children  were  certified  as  feebleminded,  and  three 
notified  to  the  County  Authority  for  Mental  Deficiency  durirjg 
the  year. 

Blind  and  Deaf  Children. 

One  blind  child  and  three  deaf  children  were  at  special 
schools  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  table  on  pages  42-43  gives  a survey  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  School  Medical  Service  from  1935  to  1944  both  years 
inclusive.  The  figures  from  1939  to  1944  are  of  interest  as  these 
give  particulars  of  the  Service  during  the  six  years  of  war.  1 think 
it  is  clear  that  not  only  has  the  service  been  maintained  at  pre-war 
standards,  but  the  volume  of  work  carried  out  has  been  increased 
in  some  respects.  In  the  early  years  of  the  war  there  were  periods 
during  which  the  Schools  were  closed,  and  the  Bayer  Hall  Clinic 
which  is  our  only  centre  for  treatment,  was  in  use  all  through  the 
emergency  as  a First  Aid  Post.  Most  of  our  staff  were  engaged  in 
the  voluntary  duties  outside  the  Services,  and  we  have  all  had  to 
work  very  much  harder  to  keep  the  work  up-to-date  and  to  meet 
the  various  difficulties  which  confronted  us  during  the  past  six 
vears. 

We  have  some  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  the  children  were 
I think,  better  looked  after  during  the  war  years  than  before. 
Some  alterations  in  procedure  had  to  be  made  in  the  service  owing 
to  the  accommodation  at  the  Clinic  becoming  over  taxed. 

(1)  The  Medical  Examination  of  Revise  cases  had  to  be 
carried  out  in  the  Schools  instead  of  at  the  Clinic. 

(2)  We  had  to  arrange  for  Verminous  Re-Inspections  to 
take  place  in  the  Schools  instead  of  at  the  Clinic  as  formerly. 

Both  these  changes  were  a decided  advantage,  as  they 
enabled  us  to  increase  the  volume  of  work  considerably. 

Extension  of  the  Service. 

1.  The  Ophthalmic  Clinic  was  initiated  in  1938. 

2.  We  undertook  the  provision  of  free  milk  for  debilitated 
children  in  1939,  and  this  was  extended  to  include  school 
dinners  when  these  became  available  in  the  schools. 
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3.  The  Committee  undertook  the  provision  of  orthopaedic  treat- 
ment in  1942. 

4.  Last  year  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  had  to  be  extended  to 
include  an  extra  session  per  week  in  order  to  deal  with  the 
increased  attendances. 

5.  In  1940  separate  figures  were  taken  to  show  the  number  of  cases 
attending  the  Consultation  Clinic.  Previously  these  were 
included  with  the  minor  ailments  figures. 

6.  The  appointment  of  a second  School  Nurse  in  1942  was  a great 
help  and  enabled  us  to  intensify  our  efforts  towards  an  improve- 
ment in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  amongst  the  children. 

7.  In  my  opening  remarks,  I mentioned  that  one  of  the  Dental 
Surgeons  was  absent  on  military  service  so  that  from  1940  the 
work  fell  on  the  two  remaining  surgeons.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  attendances  at  the  Dental  Clinic  showed  a marked 
increase  over  the  1938  figures. 

Other  Remarks. 

It  should  be  noted  that  approximately  only  three-eighths’  of 
my  time  could  be  allocated  to  the  post  of  School  Medical  Officer. 
I am  also  responsible  for  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  immunisation  of  School  Children  was  carried  out  as 
part  of  the  Public  Health  Service  and  the  Health  Visitors  assisted 
me  at  the  Immunisation  Clinic.  Approximately  55.0  per  cent,  of 
the  School  Children  had  been  immunised  at  the  end  of  1944.  In 
1938  only  0.78  per  cent,  were  immunised. 

A total  of  4.072  children  have  been  immunised  by  me  at  the 
Clinic  since  1938,  and  the  attendances  for  treatment  were  9497. 
Our  records  show  that  82  children  were  immunised  by  private 
practitioners  in  the  District,  but  no  doubt  some  where  treated 
privately  and  are  not  shown  in  our  figures. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL 
TABLE  SHOWING  THE  GROWTH  AND 
DURING  PAST  TEN  YEARS 


(1)  Year  i 

1935  ! 

1936 

1937 

(2)  Medical  Staff  (Part  time) 

! 

♦School  Medical  Officer 

1 : 

1 

I 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

— - ' 

- 

— 

(3)  Dental  Staff  Surgeons  (Part  time) 

1 1 

1 1 

’ 3 

(4)  Nursing  Staff  (Full  time)  j 

1 

1 

1 

(5)  Clerical  Staff  (Full  time)  i 

1 

1 

1 

(6)  No.  Children  on  Register 

3,910 

3,933 

3,859 

(7)  Medical  Inspection. 

Routine  No.  Examined 

1,336 

1,302 

1,166 

Revise  and  Special  No.  Seen 

712 

705 

618 

(8)  Dental  Inspection  and  Treated 

Routine  No.  Examined 

423 

318 

297 

Special  Cases  seen  at  Clinic 

141 

177 

197 

Total  attendances  for  Treatment 

404 

402 

451 

(9)  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

No.  Refractions  carried  out 

— 

— 

- 

Total  attendances 

— 

— 

(10)  Consultation  Clinic 

No.  new  cases 

— 

_ 

Total  attendances 

— 

— 

1 

(11)  Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

No.  new  cases 

451 

1,213 

963 

Total  attendances 

788 

2,286 

1,620 

(12)  Verminous  Inspection 

Total  No.  of  Examinations  of 

1 

Children  in  Schools 

12,109 

10,778 

7,618 

(13)  Following  up  Work  by  Nurses 

Home  and  School  Visits 

973 

858 

835 

Survey  Inspections  (No.  seen) 

1 ■ 

1 

♦Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  & Child  Welfare. 
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AND  DENTAL  SERVICES. 

EXTENSION  OF  THESE  SERVICES 


(1935  to  1944  both  inclusive) 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

\ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

V 3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3,883 

3,753 

3,704 

3,868 

3,860 

3,944 

3,890 

1,122 

970 

1,334 

590 

1 

1,254 

1,259 

933 

707 

742 

944 

528 

701 

1,255 

1,192 

414 

1,524 

914 

866 

1,066 

855 

731 

312 

183 

270 

312 

95 

434 

357 

842 

904 

1,110 

1,161 

1,108 

1,004 

1,048 

85 

125 

221 

168 

179 

263 

264 

179 

248 

564 

342 

343 

472 

483 

225 

186 

242 

267 

347 

639 

721 

676 

390 

518 

850 

222 

479 

396 

333 

845 

1,008 

1,228 

904 

1,794 

1,147 

1,234 

3,337 

5,249 

7,098 

3,478 

3,418 

6,375 

10,271 

14,607 

17,794 

612 

486 

385 

298 

504 

654 

1,034 

■ I 

429 

306 
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Form  » M. 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  RETURNS. 

TABLE  I. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Children  attending  Public  Elementary 


Schools. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 

(1)  Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups  : — 

‘ Entrants  . . . 513 

Second  Age  Group  

Third  Age  Group  ....  407 

Total  920 

(2)  Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections  : — 13 

Grand  Total  933 


B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re- Inspections  1192 

TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the  Year  in  the 

Routine  Age  Groups. 


Number 

of 

Children 

Inspected 

(Exc 

A 

silent) 

(Noi 

B 

rmal) 

(sio 

subnc 

C 

>htly 

srmal) 

(B 

D 

ad) 

No. 

/o 

No. 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

1 

920 

Ill 

12.06 

771 

83.80 

38 

4.13 

- 

- 

TABLE  III. 

Group  I. — Treatment  of  Minor  .\ilments  (excluding  Uncleanline.ss). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  under 
the  Authority’s  Scheme  1008 
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Group  11. — Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Under  the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint) 

152  (264) 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding 

those  recorded  in  Group  I.) 

50 

Total 

202  (314) 

Under  the 

Authority’s 

Scheme 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

124  (224) 

(b)  Obtained 

117  (187) 

Figures  in  brackets  represent  total  number  of  refractions,  glasses  prescribed  and 
obtained.  Figures  outside  brackets  represent  new  cases  who  had  not  attended 
Ophthalmic  Clinic  before. 


Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nosi  and  Throat. 

Receiv'ed  Operative  Treatment  ....  — 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment  ...  — 

Total  number  treated  — 

TABLE  IV. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the  Dentist  : — 

(a)  Routine  age-groups 

AGE  4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  TOTAL 

Number  8 65  107  185  190  157  17  — — — — 729 


(b)  Specials 

(c)  Total  (Routine  and  Specials) 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment 

(3)  Number  actually  treated 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 

Treatment 


367 


1,088 


958 

545 

1,048 


6 

181 


187 
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Total 


((>)  Fillings  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  . ..  393 

Temporary  Teeth  . . ....  38 

Total  . 431 

(7)  Extractions  : — 

• Permanent  Teeth  379 

Temporary  Teeth  . 893 

Total  1,272 


(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  136 

(9)  Other  Operations  — 

Permanent  Teeth  91 

Temporary  Teeth  275 

Total  366 

TABLE  V. 

Verminous  Conditions. 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  19 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by 


School  Nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  17,794 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  612 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  children  cleansed  under  Section  87  (2)  and 

(3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1921  8 

(v)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  ; — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  — 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaw's  7 

TABLE  VI. 

Blind  and  Deaf  Children. 

Number  of  totally  or  almost  totally  blind  and  deaf  children  who  are  not 
at  the  present  time  receiving  education  suitable  for  their  special  needs.  The 
return  should  relate  to  all  such  children  including  evacuees  resident  in  the 
Authority’s  area. 


At  a Public 

At  an 
institution 

At  no 

V 

Elementary 

School 

other  than  a 
Special 
School 

School  or 
Institution 

Blind  Children 

— 

— 

— 

Deaf  Children 

— 

— 

— 
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